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Turkish President tells PEN free speech violations cast
shadow over Turkey’s progress

ANKARA 13 NOVEMBER, 2012 (UPDATED 17.30) - In a meeting today
with a PEN International delegation including English PEN director Jo
Glanville, President Abdullah Giil expressed his personal commitment
to free speech. Responding to PEN's concerns over a rising number of
writers, journalists and publishers in prison or on trial in Turkey, the
president assured the delegation that he has been following the cases
closely.

*There are many good things unfolding in Turkey, but these concerns
cast a shadow over the progress we are achieving,” the president told
PEN. "They also have international repercussions. These
developments deeply sadden me, and as President, | more than
anyone else want to see that they are resolved and no longer on the
country’'s agenda.”

Underlining the significant democratic progress in Turkey the last 10
years, President Gul continued:

“*Thanks to these reforms, there has been a liberalization in the public
sphere, and many issues which were formerly taboos are now freely
discussed. Hand in hand, economic and democratic reforms have
brought wealth and freedoms, and transformed Turkish society
immensely. There may of course be some problematic practices, as in
any democracy; however, | would not want any concerns to cast a
shadow on this important accomplishment.”

The president added that such criticisms, when voiced without
appreciation of reforms, become unfair.

The PEN delegation presented the president with an outline of PEN's
concerns, including key cases of writers, journalists, and publishers
who are either in prison or on trial in Turkey. PEN requested that the
government immediately review all such cases to ensure that no one is
being penalized for the legitimate exercise of the right to peaceful
freedom of expression, and release all those currently detained,
imprisoned, or facing prosecution in violation of this right.

The delegation conveyed to the president PEN's specific concerns

about Turkey's Anti-Terror Law, which defines offenses too broadly
and is applied inconsistently and often against those who have not
supported, plotted, or carried out acts of terrorism or violence.

President Gil reiterated his belief that the best way to combat and
isolate terrorism is to raise the standards of democracy, and argued
that "terrorist aroups are uneasy about democratic reforms in Turkey.
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Turkish President tells PEN free
speech violations cast shadow over
Turkey’s progress

PEN posted Movember 13th, 2012 by Cat Lucas & filed under Campaigns, Press.

ANKARA 13 NOVEMBER, 2012 (UPDATED 17.30)

In a meeting today with a PEN International delegation including English PEN director
Jo Glanville, President Abdullah Giil expressed his personal commitment to free speech.
Responding to PEN’s concerns over a rising number of writers, journalists and
publishers in prison or on trial in Turkey, the president assured the delegation that he
has been following the cases closely.

"There are many good things unfolding in Turkey, but these concerns cast a shadow
over the progress we are achieving,” the president told PEN. "They also have
international repercussions. These developments deeply sadden me, and as President, I
more than anyone else want to see that they are resolved and no longer on the
country’s agenda.”

Underlining the significant democratic progress in Turkey the last 10 years, President
Gul continued:

"Thanks to these reforms, there has been a liberalization in the public sphere, and
many issues which were formerly taboos are now freely discussed. Hand in hand,
economic and democratic reforms have brought wealth and freedoms, and transformed
Turkish society immensely. There may of course be some problematic practices, as in
any democracy; however, I would not want any concerns to cast a shadow on this
important accomplishment.”

The president added that such criticisms, when voiced without appreciation of reforms,
become unfair.
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The President of PEN International board members

agreed to
follow EjBegen 300 W Follow

——

0/10 (0 person) ' 13.11.2012 14:34
President Abdullah Gul, PEN International Board
members agreed to Cankaya Presidential Palace.

0 30 0 President Abdullah Gul, PEN International Board members
< § agreed to Cankaya Presidential Palace. Koskii'ndeki Cankaya
WTweet [EjBejen Q 41 | acceptance, was closed to the press.
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Cumhurbagkani Giil, Pen International Yonetim
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Cumbhurbaskani Abdullah Giil, PEN International Yonetim Kurulu Uyeleri'ni
Cankaya Kogkii'nde kabul etti.

Cumhurbagkani Abdullah G, PEN International Yonetim Kurulu Uyeleri'ni Gankaya Kogki'nde kabul
etti. Cankaya Kogku'ndeki kabul, basina kapal gergeklesti.
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Giil: Hapisteki Gazeteciler Demokrasiye Golge

Ulkemizde ifade 6zgirligl alaninda yasanan olumsuz gelismeler ve
cezaevindeki gazeteciler mesealesine tepki amaciyla Turkive'de deviet ve
hukumet yetkilileriyle gorusmeye gelen uluslararasi kuruluglara son olarak
Uluslararasi Yazarlar Birli§i (PEN) de eklendi. PEN Yonetim Kurulu lyeleri
ve dinyamin gasitli Ulkelerinden gelen 20 yazar, cazaevlaerindeki
gazetecilerin dzglrldgline kavusmasi mesajl igin Tdrkiye'ye geldi.

‘90'lara déniisolmasin’

Dan Cumhurbaskan Abdullah Gl ile bir araya gelen heyetten PEN Baskani
John Saul, dinki gériismemizde izlenimlerini soyle aktard:

“Son bir yil iginde Tlrkiye'de gazeteciler, yazarlar ve yayincilarla ilgili takip
ettigimiz davalarda kayqi verici artig yagandi. Su anda 70'ten fazla yazar ve
gazeteci tutuklu. En az 60'inin ise yargilamasi sOrlyor. Rakamlarda son
dénem gozlenen artig, 1990'h yillardaki durumu animsatiyor. Sayin
Cumhurbagkani bize bir saat 15 dakika ayirarak Tirkiye'de ifade ve basin
Ozgurlagl alaninda artan kaygilarnimiza ne kadar Gnem verdigini gosterdi.
Kendisine isim isim tutuklu ya da tutuksuz yargilanan gazeteci, yazar ve
yayincilann durumunu aktardik. Bu durumun Tlrkiye'nin imajina katkis
olmadigini aktardik.”

‘Artik giindemden diismeli’

Gazeteci ve yazarlarin yargilandifi davalan yakindan takip ettigini belirten
Giil ise PEN heyetine su mesajlar vermis:

“Tirkiye'de reformlar sayesinde birgok iyi gelisme yasaniyor, gegmiste tabu
olan birgok konu serbestge tartisilabiliyor. Ancak bahsettiginiz bu kaygilar,
katettigimiz ilerlemeye galge dusurdyor. Bunlarin uluslararasi yansimalari
da oluyor ve bu gelismeler beni derinden Gzdyor. Bu dlkenin
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Jailing scribes ‘clouds progress in

Turkey’

ANKARA - Hurriyet Daily News

President Gl reportedly admits that the jailing of journalists deeply hurts the country
during a visit by PEN International, which says the situation is ‘worsening’
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President Giil (L) shakes hands with John Ralston Saul, president of
PEN International Writers Association, in this photo taken from the
president’s website. Gill expressed his deep concerns on the issue of
jailed journalists, Saul says.
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Turkish President Abdullah Gil has
expressed his deep concern about
the issue of imprisoned journalists
and writers, according to a leading
international authors’ association.

“There are many good things
unfolding in Turkey, but these
concerns cast a shadow over the
progress we are achieving,” Gul
told a visiting delegation from the
PEN International Writers
Association yesterday, according to
a written statement from the
group.

Gl noted his “sadness” over the

issue, which was the main item on the agenda of PEN’s 20-member delegation.

The president cited the “international repercussions” of those cases and said “those
developments deeply sadden” him, the statement said.

“As president, I, more than anyone else, want to see that they are resolved and no

longer on the country’s agenda,” Gil said.
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Jailing Scribes ‘Clouds Progress in Turkey’

Turkish President Abdullah Giil has expressed his deep concern about the issue of imprisoned journalists and writers, according to a leading international authors’ association.

“There are many good things unfolding in Turkey, but these concerns cast a shadow over the progress we are achieving,” Giil told a visiting delegation from the PEN International Writers Association
yesterday, according to a written statement from the group.

Giil noted his “sadness” over the issue, which was the main item on the agenda of PEN's 20-member delegation.

The president cited the “international repercussions” of those cases and said “those developments deeply sadden” him, the statement said.

“As president, I, more than anyone else, want to see that they are resolved and no longer on the country’s agenda,” Giil said.

Giil assured the delegation that he had been following the cases closely, John Ralston Saul, president of PEN International, told the Hiirriyet Daily News after the meeting.

Recalling Turkey’s reforms which PEN had welcomed in previous years, Saul said the situation of trials and pre-irial detentions in Turkey were seriously worsening again over the last year.
Saul implied that there were different numbers as te the number of imprisoned writers, but said his group believed there was an “enormous” number of 70 such pecple in jail.

Another concern for them was that lengthy trials and pre-detentions scare other writers not facing legal charges, Saul said.

PEN admires the reforms Turkey has made so far, “but we are disturbed by what we see going on again,” he said.

“We know there are reforms that have happened, and there are reforms coming; that does not change the reality of the damage being done to people’s lives,” PEN’s chairman said.

The delegation gave the president a report of selected group cases that “require release or a different kind of treatment,” he said.

PEN requested the government “immediately review all such cases to ensure that no one is being penalized for the legitimate exercise of the right to peaceful freedom of expression, and release all those
currently detained, imprisoned, or facing prosecution in violation of this right.”

Giil made clear he was closely following the issue and he “hopes to see these cases resolved as soon as possible,” said Saul.

“The president’s recognition of the negative impact of free speech violations on Turkey’s future is important,” he said.

The PEN delegation also raised specific concerns about Turkey’s Anti-Terror Law, which “defines offenses too broadly and is applied inconsistently and ofien against those who have not supported, plotted,
or carried out acts of terrorism or violence.”

Giil reiterated his belief that the best way to combat and isolate terrorism is to raise the standards of democracy, Saul said.
PEN International also requested an appointment from Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, but has not received a reply yet, he said.

PEN’s visit came on the heels of a visit by the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), which released a report last month in which the organization accused the Turkish government of engaging in a broad
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Jailing scribes ‘clouds progress in Turkey’
President Giil reportedly admits that the jailing of journalists deeply hurts the country during a visit by
PEN International, which says the situation is ‘worsening’.
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“There are many good things unfolding in Turkey, but
these concerns cast a shadow over the progress we are
achieving,” Gl told a visiting delegation from the PEN
Internaticnal Writers Association yesterday, according to
a written statement from the group.

il noted his “sadness” over the issue, which was the
main item on the agenda of PEN's 20-member
delegation.
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The president cited the “international repercussions” of those cases and said “those developments deeply
sadden” him, the statement said.

“As president, |, more than anyone else, want to see that they are resclved and no lenger on the country's
agenda,” Giil said.

Giil assured the delegation that he had been following the cases closely, John Ralston Saul, president of PEN
International, told the Hlrriyet Daily News after the meeting.

Recalling Turkey's reforms which PEN had welcomed in previous years, Saul said the situation of trials and pre-
trial detentions in Turkey were seriously worsening again over the last year.

Saul implied that there were different numbers as to the number of impriscned writers, but said his group
believed there was an “enormous” number of 70 such people in jail.

Ancther concemn for them was that lengthy trials and pre-detentions scare other writers not facing legal charges,

Saul said.
PEN admires the reforms Turkey has made so far, “but we are disturbed by what we see going on again,” he

said.
“We know there are reforms that have happened, and there are reforms coming; that dees not change the reality

of the damage being done to people's lives," PEN's chairman said.

The delegation gave the president a report of selected group cases that “require release or a different kind of

treatment,” he said.

PEN reguested the government “immediately review all such cases to ensure that no one is being penalized for
the legitimate exercise of the right to peaceful freedom of expression, and release all those currently detained,
imprisoned, or facing prosecution in viclation of this right.”
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PEN visit to Turkey

14 November 2012

The British Ambassador, David Reddaway, recently
hosted a reception to mark a visit to Turkey by a major
delegation from PEN International.

Since its foundation in 1921, PEN has been promoting literature
and freedom of expression around the world. PEN now has
representatives in over 100 countries, including Turkey.

Welcoming the delegation to Ankara, Ambassador David
Reddaway said:

"The UK strongly supports PEN's vision and support for freedom
of expression. Freedom of expression in Turkey is an issue
which has attracted a lot of attention both here and around the
world in recent weeks. Last month, the European Commission’s
annual Progress Report on Turkey's EU membership bid noted
that 'increasing incidence of violations of freedom of expression
raise serious concerns, and freedom of the media continued to
be further restricted in practice.'. The report also stated that
Turkey needs to amend its penal code and anti-terror legislation
to make a clear distinction between the incitement to viclence
and the expression of non-violent ideas'.

In the UK, we regard vigorous debate in the media and civil
society, as one of the very best things about our way of life, even
if it is often uncomfortable for the Establishment: look, for
example, at what the BBC — of which | am a committed supporter
- is going through at the moment.
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PEN calls for reforms against
repression of Turkish writers
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TURRDHA REVIEW

15 Novernber 2012 f YONCA POYRAZ DOGAN, ISTANBUL

Marking Nov. 15, the Day of the Imprisoned Writer, a delegation of 20 PEN International
Writers Association members -- the biggest ever group of PEN members sent to another
country to express concerns -- called on the Turkish government to take urgent action to lift
pressures on Turkey's writers, journalists, publishers and translators.

PEN International President John Ralston Saul said at a press conference on Wednesday
that many positive developments related to Turkey's democratization process have been
overshadowed by concerns about freedom of expression in the country. Indicating that
eight members of PEN Turkey are in prison, Saul said: "We are asking the government of
Turkey to act now to ensure that no one is being penalized for practicing the right to
peaceful freedom of expression, and release all who may be held in violation of that right.”

Saul also said that their main concern relates to the broad and arbitrary use of anti-
terrorism laws in Turkey.

‘There are anti-terror laws in many countries and they are misused in many countries.
There are officials here who believe they need anti-terror laws to fight terror,” he said,
adding that PEN has always been against violence. "However, there is no need to use it
broadly and apply it to limit freedom of expression.”
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Michelle Shephard
National Security Reporter

ISTANBUL, TURKEY—Newruz Kirkaya says the last
time she spoke with her husband he was the one
reassuring her, despite the 11 months he has spent in
jail without trial and 12 days without food to protest his
detention.

Canadians in Istanbul denouncing anti-terrorist

laws, urging press freedom
Published on Thursday November 15, 2012

“He told me, ‘I'm losing weight but it's OK.' | think he
was trying to prepare me psychologically for this," she
said one night this week, as she wrapped her hands
around a cup of tea.

“This is an attack on our personal lives and it's all
about our ethnic identity.”

Kenan Kirkaya is a Kurdish reporter and one of
dozens of writers and journalists being tried for
terrorism. He is accused of membership in the Union
of Kurdistan Communities (KCK), an umbrella group
allegedly linked to the outlawed Kurdistan Workers'

Party (PKK). Newruz Kirkay's husband, Kenan, has been in jail for 11 months and on a hunger-strike for 42 days. The 33-year-old said
her husband, a journalist, was only detained because he is Kurdish. On Nov. 14 a high-level PEN delegation visited Turkey
to protest the plight of detained writers.

His wife, 33, claims the prosecution’s evidence
consists mainly of articles he has covered on Kurdish
issues.

MICHELLE SHEPHARD/TORONTO STAR

“He is only a journalist, The only problem is that he's a Kurdish journalist. That's the only thing,” she said.

Kurds make up about one-fifth of Turkey's population and the PKK has waged a war to separate for more than three decades, claiming more than
40,000 lives.
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Istanbul, Turkey, November 15, 2012—A delegation of writers from PEN International today called
+ Campaigns on the government of Turkey to take "quick and concrete action” to reverse an alarming rise in the
i number of writers, journalists, translators, and publishers who are in prison or on trial in the country.
Speaking at a press conference today In Istanbul, PEN International President John Ralston Saul
Multimedia warned that positive political and economic developments are being overshadowed by concerns
about the freedom to write in Turkey.

Resources
"We recognize that Turkey has seen Important gains in democratization and civil and political rights
FTW Awards in recent years, and we believe the momentum for reform is ongoing,” Saul said. "But for our many
Support FTW colleagues currently in prison or on trial—including members of PEM Turkey—processes and
promises are no consolation. We are asking the government of Turkey to act now to ensure that no
Contact one Is being penalized for practicing the right to peaceful freedom of expression, and to release all

who may be held in violation of that right.”

PEN NBWS‘B“BI‘ Joining Saul were PEN members from Japan, Switzerland, Lebanon, the United States, Norway,
Keep up on PEN news: Canada, and the United Kingdom, part of a 20-member delegation that he said "conveys the

advocacy cases, action i ‘ S NIF : ; M
aleris,rirterar-,- S seriousness and urgency of PEN's concern over the rising tide of trials of their colleagues in Turkey.

and readings, online
features, and more. Today's press conference followed meetings in Ankara this week with President Abdullah Gil and

- Minister for European Union Affairs Egemen Badis. The delegation pressed for reforms to Turkey's
5l9l'l UP hd'u)’l Anti-Terror Law, to clearly distinguish between incitement to violence and the expression of non-
violent, if controversial, ideas, and an end to lengthy pre-trial detentions and legal proceedings that
can drag on for years. They also presented the president and the minister with a list of key cases of
writers, journalists, translators, and publishers who are in detention, on trial or facing prosecution in

violation of their right to freedom of expression. PEN will be submitting further information to the
government regarding these cases.

The PEN delegation also met with Oztlirk Tirkdodan, president of the Human Rights Association, who
underlined the organization’s concerns with the deteriorating situation for freedom of expression in
Turkey.
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Turkish press crackdown creating climate of fear - watchdog

Reuters

1:54 PM CST, November 15,2012

By Avla Jean Yackley

ISTANBUL, Nov 15 (Reuters) - Turkey's widespread use of
anti-terrorism laws has led to criminal cases against more than

100 journalists and created a climate of fear that is

undermining recent democratic reforms, a media watchdog said on
Thursday.

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan's government is also exerting
"heavy pressure” on the judiciary to keep journalists in custody
before and during their trials, L. ondon-based PEN International
said.

The main focus of Turkey's anti-terrorism laws has been

militant separatist activities, but the government has faced

growing criticism from the European Union, which Turkey secks to
join, and others for applying the laws too widely.

"No situation of violence justifies a broad, badly defined
anti-terror law which is used to deal not with violence but with
limiting freedom of expression,” John Ralston Saul, president of
PEN International, said in a news conference in Istanbul.

"The current situation creates an atmosphere of uncertainty
and fear which then leads to self~censorship and the limitation
of freedom of expression."
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PEN: Anti-Terror Law defining offenses too broadly

16:29 15.11.2012
NEWS CENTER (DIHA) - In 2 meeting today with a PEN International delegation including
English PEN director Jo Glanville, President Abdullah Gl expressed his personal
commitment to free speech. Responding to PEN's concerns aver a rising number of writers,
journalists and publishers in prison or on trial in Turkey, the president assured the
delegation that he has been following the cases closely.

In a meeting today with a PEN International delegation including English PEN director Jo
Glanville, President Abdullah Gil expressed his personal commitment to free speech.
Responding to PEM's concerns over a rising number of writers, journalists and publishers in
prison or on trial in Turkey, the president assured the delegation that he has been following
the cases closely.

“There are many good things unfolding in Turkey, but these concerns cast a shadow over
the progress we are achieving,” the president told PEN. *“They also have international
repercussions. These developments deeply sadden me, and as President, | more than
anyone else want to see that they are resolved and no longer on the country’s agenda.”

The PEN delegation presented the president with an outline of PEN's concerns, including
key cases of writers, journalists, and publishers whao are either in prison or an trial in Turkey.
PEM requested that the government immediately review all such cases to ensure that no
one is being penalized for the legitimate exercise of the right to peaceful freedom of
expression, and release all those currently detained, imprisoned, or facing prosecution in
violation of this right.

‘Anti-Terror Law defining offenses too broadly'

The delegation conveyed to the president PEN's specific concerns about Turkey's Anti-
Terror Law, which defines offenses too broadly and is applied inconsistently and often
against those who have not supported, plotted, or carried out acts of terrarism or violence.

PEM International president John Ralston Saul said after the meeting. “As for aur
colleagues who are in prison in Turkey, we hope that today's meeting will help speed their
release.”

“This meeting will contribute to democratization in Turkey,” said Tarik Ginersel, President of
PEM Turkey and one of 20 representatives from around the PEM world who are in Turkey
this week to raise PEN's concerns.
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Free expression concerns in Turkey overshadow positive
developments, says PEN International
Source: Writers in Prison Committee, PEN International
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PEN held a press conference in Ankara on 15 November, the Day of the Imprisoned Writer

to highlight cases of jailed Turkish journalists, writers, translators and pub{?g&emprhatma!
(WIiPC/IFEX) - Istanbul, 15 November 2012 - A = = £ B
delegation of writers from PEN International today called on the government of
Turkey to take "quick and concrete action" to reverse an alarming rise in the
number of writers, journalists, translators and publishers who are in prison or on trial
in the country. Speaking at a press conference today in Istanbul, PEN International
president John Ralston Saul warned that positive political and economic
developments are being overshadowed by concerns about the freedom to write in
Turkey.

"We recognize that Turkey has seen important gains in democratization and civil
and political rights in recent years, and we believe the momentum for reform is
ongoing," Saul said. "But for our many colleagues currently in prison or on trial -
including members of PEN Turkey - processes and promises are no consolation.
We are asking the government of Turkey to act now to ensure that no-one is being
penalized for practising the right to peaceful freedom of expression, and to release
all who may be held in violation of that right.”


http://www.ifex.org/turkey/2012/11/21/call_for_legal_reform/
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Nov 15, 2012 - 20:54
Turkish press crackdown creating climate of fear - watchdog

Turkey's Prime Minister Tayyip By Ayla Jean Yackley
Erdogan attends the opening session of
the 28th session of the COMCEC in

Istanbul {reuters tickers) ISTANBUL (Reuters) - Turkey's widespread use of anti-terrorism laws has led to criminal cases against more than 100 journalists and created a climate of fear that is

undermining recent democratic reforms, a media watchdog said on Thursday.
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan's government is also exerting "heavy pressure” on the judiciary to keep journalists in custody before and during their trials, London-based PEN International said,

The main focus of Turkey's anti-terrorism laws has been militant separatist activities, but the government has faced growing criticism from the European Union, which Turkey seeks to join, and others for
applying the laws too widely.

"No situation of violence justifies a broad, badly defined anti-terror law which is used to deal not with viclence but with limiting freedom of expression,” John Ralston Saul, president of PEN International, said in
a news conference in Istanbul.

"The current situation creates an atmosphere of uncertainty and fear which then leads to self-censorship and the limitation of freedom of expression.”

Between 60 and 70 members of the press are in jail during their trials, and another 60 to 70 journalists are on trial but are not in custedy, PEN said.

That compares with 800 writers, journalists, bloggers and other media workers in prison or at risk of being jailed worldwide, it said.

The trials threaten to undermine the expansion of democratic rights Erdogan ushered in during his first term in office, many aimed at meeting European Union membership criteria, Saul said.
GROWING CRITICISM

Once hailed as a reformer by the EU and other observers, Erdogan more recently has faced accusations of taking an authoritarian approach towards his political opponents.

For his part, Erdogan has argued that the mass trials of hundreds of people, including journalists, accused of plotting to overthrow his government has helped stabilise NATO-member Turkey, which Is enjoying
unprecedented economic prosperity.

Most of the journalists Turkey has imprisoned are accused of links with the outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). More than 40,000 people have been killed in the conflict betwaen Turkey and the PKK,
which launched its insurgency in 1984 and seeks greater autonomy for the country's estimated 15 million ethnic Kurds.

The PEN criticism followed last month's EU progress report on Turkey which spoke of an "increasing tendency to imprison journalists”, and a report from the U.S.-based Committee to Protect Journalists which
said Erdogan's government was carrying out one of the world's biggest crackdowns against press freedom.

The number of writers, publishers and journalists prosecuted in Turkey has roughly tripled since 2010, said Sara Whyatt, PEN International's deputy director.

The PEN delegation met Turkish President Abdullah Gul, who expressed hope the situation would be resolved, Saul said.


http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/news/international/Turkish_press_crackdown_creating_climate_of_fear_-_watchdog.html?cid=33970466
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Tiirkiye'ye miidahale icin en dogru an bu - 6zcO~ 6zger -

16.11.2012

PEN Basgkam Saul, aclik grevi
eylemlerini “ifade dzgiirliigiiniin bir
parcas1” olarak nitelendirdi: ister
onaylayin ister onaylamayin ciddi bir
eylemdir, sayg: gosterilmeli

E) Share/Save = 55 E'

INGILIZCE KONUSMANIN TAM ZAMANI! NASIL
MI TIKLAYIN!

Uluslararas: PEN'in 2009'dan beri baskanhfim vapan Kanadah John Ralston Saul, kiiresellesme, ifade
dzgiirliifiiniin toplumdaki rolii gibi konularda ¢ok sayida denemeleri olan bir sosyolog. Saul, romanlarnda da
toplumsal konulan islemeyi ihmal etmiyor. Tutuklu gazeteci ve vazarlarla ilgili cesitli temaslarda bulunmak
iizere Tiirkiye've gelen Saul, diin istanbul'da diizenledifi basin toplanhsimin ardindan Taraf 'In sorularm
vanitladi.

Tiirkiye'ye bugiine kadarki en biiyiik cikartmamz yaptifnmz stylediniz. Ama sonucta buras:
zaaflar olsa da demokratik bir iilke. Celigkili defil mi sizee?

Farkh tarihi donemler vardur. Bir iilke dnemli ilerlemeler kaydediyordur. Sonra aniden bir geyler ters gitmeye
basglar. Iste o0 an miidahale etmek ¢ok dnemlidir. Biz de Tiirkive'nin tarihi bir doniim noktasinda oldufunu
diigiiniivoruz.
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PEN: Turkiye hizla geriye gidiyor

Diinya Yazarlar Birligi PEN, 15 Kasim Tutuklu
Yazarlari Anma Giinii nedeniyle, Tiirkiye'deki
tutuklu yazar ve gazetecilere dikkat cekmek
amaciyla diin Cezayir Restoran’da bir basin
toplantisi diizenledi.

Cumhuriyet
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Meltem Yilmaz- Dinya
Yazarlar Birligi PEN, 15
Kasim Tutuklu Yazarlar
Anma Gunl nedeniyle,
Turkiye'deki tutuklu yazar
ve gazetecilere dikkat
¢cekmek amaciyla din
Cezayir Restoran'da bir
basin toplantisi dizenledi.

Aralarinda ABD, Ingiltere,
Japonya, Isvigre, Libnan
ve Kanada'nin da bulundugu dlkelerden 20 PEN Oyesinin katildigi
toplantida, KCK davasinda tutukiu yargilanan yayinci Ragip Zarakolu
ile Oda TV davasinda tutuklu yargilanan Ahmet Sik da izleyici olarak
bulundu.

Toplantinin agihg konugmasini yapan PEN Tirkiye Merkezi Bagkani
Tarik Giinersel, PEN'in 91 yillik tarihinde ilk kez bir Glkede 20 kisilik
delegasyon ile bulunduduna dikkat gekerek, "Bu durumun dzerinde
diigiiniiimesi gerektigi kanisindayiz" dedi.

PEN Uluslararasi Bagkani John Ralston Saul ise, Tirkiye'nin son iki
yilda ifade 6zgiirligl alaninda bir hizla geriye gittigini séyledi. Saul,
"PEN, birkag yil, Tirkiye'de hapiste tutulan ya da sonu gelmeyen
hukuk dehlizlerinde olan yazariann sayisinda azalmaya tanik oldu.
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Turkey's media crackdown 'creates fear'

AYLA JEAN YACKLEY

Last updated 09:11 16/11/2012 EiLike | 5| W Tweet <1 2+ P4 Share

Turkey's widespread use of anti-terrorism laws has led to criminal
cases against more than 100 journalists and created a climate of
fear that is undermining recent democratic reforms, a media
watchdog says.

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan’s government is also exerting
"heavy pressure” on the judiciary to keep journalists in custody
before and during their trials, London-based PEN International
said.

The main focus of Turkey's anti-terrorism laws has been militant
separatist activities, but the government has faced growing
criticism from the European Union, which Turkey seeks to join, and
others for applying the laws too widely.

"No situation of violence justifies a broad, badly defined anti-terror
law which is used to deal not with violence but with limiting
freedom of expression,” John Ralston Saul, president of PEN
International, said in a news conference in Istanbul.

Turkey's Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan.
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Canadians in Istanbul denouncing anti-terrorist laws, urging
press freedom

Newruz Kirkay’s husband, Kenan, has been in jail for 11 months and on a hunger-strike for 42 days.
The 33-year-old said her husband, a journalist, was only detained because he is Kurdish. On Nov.
14 a high-level PEN delegation visited Turkey to protest the plight of detained writers.

Michelle Shephard
National Security Reporter

ISTANBUL, TURKEY—Newruz Kirkaya says the last time she spoke with her husband he was the
one reassuring her, despite the 11 months he has spent in jail without trial and 42 days without
food to protest his detention.

“He toid me, 'f'm losing weight but it’'s OK.' Ithink he was trying to prepare me psychologically for
this,” she said one night this week, as she wrapped her hands around a cup of tea.

“This is an attack on our personal lives and it's all about our ethnic identity.”

Kenan Kirkaya is a Kurdish reporter and one of dozens of writers and joumalists being tried for


http://www.turkishnews.com/en/content/2012/11/16/canadians-in-istanbul-denouncing-anti-terrorist-laws-urging-press-freedom/
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Dubious Theft Overshadows IPA,
PEN Representatives’ Court Visit

Representatives of the International Publishers
Association (IPA) and PEN International who arrived
in Turkey to monitor the ongoing Kurdistan
Communities Union (KCK) trial met with a dubious
surprise when they found out their files pertaining to
the inve

Representatives of the International Publishers Association
' - (IPA) and PEN International who arrived in Istanbul's Silivri
$ 99 ‘ district to watch the ongoing Kurdistan Communities Union
I 49 (KCK) trial met with a dubious surprise when the realized that
their files pertaining to the trial had been stolen from their

automobile despite the presence of gendarmerie troops 15
CYBER MONDAY TR AW

NOVEMBER 26

DAY
SALE

Bjorn Smith-Simonsen, the chair of IPA's Freedom to Publish
Committee, Alexis Krikorian, the IPA's Freedom to Publish
Director, Sara Whyatt, the director of PEN's Writers in Prison
Committee, and PEN International's Deputy Chair Eugene
Schoulginarrived in Istanbul to monitor the trial and show their
solidarity with the writers, journalists and publishers facing
charges within the scope of the KCK probe.
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PEN delegation in Turkey: promises are no consolation for our colleagues in prison

This week a delegation of 20 PEN members from around the world, including English PEN director Jo Glanville, met with the Turkish President
Abdullah Giil, Minister for European Union Affairs Egemen Bagis and president of the Human Rights Association Oztiirk Tiirkdofan, The delegation
called for release and reform of laws stifling Turkey’s writers, publishers, translators, and journalists,

HRH London, based on English PEN press releases. - Published: Sunday, 18 November 2012

PEN members from Japan, Switzerland, Lebanon, the United States, Turkey, Norway, Canada, and the United Kingdom in the meetings with Turkey’s officials
“conveyed the seriousness and urgency of PEN's concem over the rising tide of trials of their colleagues in Turkey™.

On 13 November the delegation met with the President Abdullah Giil. The President expressed his personal commitment to free speech and assured the delegation that he

has been following the cases of imprisoned writers, joumalists and publishers closely.

Set Journalists Fr
punl 111 W 0| President: these concerns cast a shadow over our progress

\§ “There are many good things unfolding in Turkey, but these concems cast a shadow over the progress we are achieving”, the president told PEN, “They also have

Y interatione] repercussions. These developments deeply sadden me, and as President, [ more than anyone else want to see that they are resolved and no longer on the country's
agenda”,

The PEN delegation presented the president with an outline of PEN's concems, including key cases of writers, journalists, and publishers who are either in prison or on trial in
Turkey.

PEN requested that the government immediztely review all such cases to ensure that no one is being penalized for the legitimate exercise of the right o peaceful freedom of
expression, and release all those currently detained, imprisoned, or facing prosecution in violation of this right,

Anti-Terror Law needs to be reformed

The delegation conveved to the president PEN’s specific concerns about Turkey’s Anti-Terror Law, which defines offenses too broadly and is applied inconsistently and ofien against those who
have not supported, plotted, or carried out ¢t of terrorism or violence.

The PEN members underlined that reforms to Turkey's Anti-Terror Law are needed, to clearly distinguish between incitement to violence and the expression of non-violent, if controversial, ideas
and an end to lenpthy pre-trial detentions and legal proceedings that can drag on for years.

President Gl reiterated his belief that the best way to combat and isolate terrorism is to raise the standards of democracy, and argued thet temorist groups are uneasy about democratic reforms in
Turkey, and that they increase terrorist acts to undemmine this process”™.
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PEN President Saul: You Can't Leave
Police Officers or Prosecutors Leeway to
Interpret the Laws

John Ralston Saul, President of PEN International is in
Istanbul. He will leave tomorrow.

He led a delegation of twenty PEN members, which is a
historieal record for this respected organization, to visit
Turkey in order to support the jailed journalists. Eight of
those journalists are PEN members.

In Ankara, the PEN delegation met President Abdullah
Gul, as well as EU Minister Egemen Bagis.

I had a brief interview with Mr. Saul three days ago in
Istanbul and asked about his impressions. His speech
was nothing short of a great lecture on the importance of
the freedom of expression.

So, here it is:

W, Emre Kizilkava v <
Interview with PEM Presiden. ..

| . SOUNDCLOUD il
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B Veranstaltungs-

kalender 19.11.2012 - PEN International trifft tiirkischen Prasidenten Abdullah Giil

B Salon Exil : TURKISCHER PRASIDENT GEGENUBER PEN INTERNATIONAL : VERSTOSSE
! GEGEN REDEFREIHEIT WERFEN SCHATTEN AUF FORTSCHRITTE DER TURKEI

i ANKARA, 13. NOVEMBER 2012: Anldsslich eines Treffens mit einer Delegation von PEN International brachte
D Aktuelle Liste der : Prisident Abdullah Gul sein perstnliches Engagement fir das Recht auf freie Meinungsdusserung zum
verfolgten Autoren i Ausdruck. Angesprochen auf die Besorgnis von PEN angesichts der zunehmenden Anzahl inhaftierter oder

. wor Gericht gestellter Schriftsteller, Journalisten und Herausgeber versicherte der Prasident den
Delegationsmitgliedern, dass er diese Fille sehr genau im Auge behalte.

B Reden

und Journalisten

B Archiv 2011 "Viele Dinge entwickeln sich in der TUrkei zum Guten, aber diese Verfahren werfen einen Schatten auf den
:  Fortschritt, den die Tirkei ansonsten erzielt,” sagte der Président gegeniber PEN. "Sie zeigen auch

B Archiv 2010 internationale Auswirkungen. Solche Entwicklungen machen mich sehr traurig und als Prasident habe ich
:am allermeisten Interesse daran, dass Lésungen gefunden werden und diese Probleme nicht [@nger auf der

B Archiv 2009 Traktandenliste der Tirkei erscheinen.”

. ! Die zwilfkéipfige PEN-Delegation Oberreichte dem Prasidenten eine Ubersicht Uber die Anliegen ihres

B8 Archiv 2008 ¢ Verbandes, darunter eine Dokumentation zu den wichtigsten Féllen von bedréngten Schriftstellern,
Journalisten und Herausgebern in der Tlrkel, die entweder im Gefangnis sind oder vor Gericht stehen. PEN

B Archiv 2007 :  hat die tiirkische Regierung ersucht, alle derartigen Félle unverziglich zu Oberpridfen und sicherzustellen,
dass niemand fir die legale Ausiibung des Rechtes auf friedliche Meinungsdusserung bestraft werde, und

B Archiv 2006 dass alle zur Zeit wegen der Auslbung dieses Rechtes in Untersuchungshaft, im Gefdangnis oder unter

Strafverfolgung stehenden Personen freigelassen werden, bzw. das Verfahren gegen sie eingestellt werde.

Die Delegation sprach mit dem Prasidenten auch Gber PENs Beunruhigung beziglich des tirkischen Anti-
Terror-Gesetzes. Dieses fasse die méglichen Vergehen zu weit und werde zudem uneinheitlich angewendet,
und zwar oft gegen Personen, die keinerlei terroristischen Taten oder Gewaltakte unterstitzt, geplant oder
ausgefiihrt hatten. Président Gil brachte daraufhin erneut seine Uberzeugung zum Ausdruck, dass die
Starkung der demokratischen Rechte der beste Weg sei, um den Terrorismus zu bekdmpfen und zu isoclieren.

"Die Tatsache, dass Prasident Gl die negativen Auswirkungen wvon Verstissen gegen die Redefreiheit auf die
Tirkei und ihre Zukunft anerkennt, ist sehr wichtig. Besonders ermutigt waren wir von seinem persénlichen
Engagement fiir freie Meinungsdusserung und fur die Starkung der Grundrechte als das wirksamste Mittel
gegen den Terrorismus”, sagte John Ralston Saul, Prasident von PEN International, im Anschluss an das
Treffen. "Wir hoffen, dass diese Begegnung zu einer rascheren Freilassung unserer in der Tlrkei inhaftierten
Kolleginnen und Kollegen beitragen wird."

"Dieses Treffen wird einen Beitrag zur weiteren Demokratisierung der Tlrkei leisten”, meinte Tarik Glnersel,
seines Zeichens Prasident von PEN Tirkei und einer der Vertreter von PEN International, die sich diese
Woche in der Tlrkei trafen, um die Besorgnis von PEN Ober die Lage der Freiheit des Wortes dort zum
Ausdruck zu bringen. "Prasident Gil versteht und unterstitzt unsere Anliegen in Bezug auf die
Menschenrechte und speziell auf das Recht der freien Meinungsdusserung in der Tdrkei."

Die Delegation wvon PEN International traf sich in Ankara mit Politikern, Behérdenvertretern und Diplomaten.
In Istanbul standen Treffen mit Schriftstellern und Verlegern auf dem Programm.


http://www.pen-deutschland.de/htm/aktuelles/2012-PEN-trifft-Praesidenten.php

21 November



TEACHINGKIDSNEWS.COM

http://teachi ngkidsnews.com/2012/11/21/1-pen-gives-support-to-jail ed-writers-in-turkey/

e
= A Timely, reley
\ A kids, educatc
b A parents at hc
3F
HOME NEWS ENTERTAINMENT SCIENCE v ARTS SPORTS

BREAKING NEWS:

You are here: Home » News »

PEN Gives Support To Jailed Writers In
Turkey

In some countries, people aren't allowed to say anything

bad about their government. They don't have “freedom of Share this 4
expression.” o i
Some writers who have spoken out against their n FACEBOO

governments have been put in jail by those governments. f DELICIOW

Fortunately, there's a group called PEN International, i plae
which defends freedom of expression. PEN International E]) stumeLe
fights for the rights of writers around the world.

E-J%r REDDIT

Last week, PEN International went to Turkey. The group
was led by Canadian author John Ralson Saul, the president of PEN International. Author:

They met with Turkish President Abdullah Giil to show their concern for writers and
journalists in Turkish prisons.

PEN asked the Turkish government to consider shortening jail time for prisoners before  Ngney Mi
their trials. This period can often last for years. Another problem is that prisoners aren't
able to see their lawyers quickly. According to one report in The Toronto Star, one man

has been kept from talking to his lawyer for over a vear. Tags:
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‘Tehlikeli Sozciikler’

Bugiin TUYAP Kitap Fuari'min son gind... Fuarda uluslararasi PEN'le
birlikte diizenledigimiz panellerden birini de ben yénetiyordum. Panelimizin
konusu benden gikmistl. Bugun birgok insanimiz, kullandiklar, yazdiklar,
styledikleri sdzclkler nedeniyle cezalandiriiyor llkemde. Demek Ki
sozclkler tehlikeli...

‘“Tehlikeli Sézcikler' bashdi, programa, “Tehlikeli Kelimeler” diye yansidi. O
panelde vurgulanan birkag noktayl paylasmak istiyorum:

Ocii komiinist-silahsiz
terorist

Uluslararasi PEN Bagkani John R. Soul'a gbre, hikiimetler her zaman ama
her zaman tehlikeli bir sdzcik bulur. Hiklimetler bu tehlikeyi isleye igleye,
yayainlastirir; onlndeki 15-20 yila yayar; kamuya benimselir; yandas
hilkiimetlere telkin eder, onlar da bunu kabullenir... Bir kez bu slreg ve
mekanizma islemeye bagladi mi, geri donlsl yoktur; hukimet istedigini
yapmak igin o tehlikeli sézcOgl kullanarak diigmani belirlemistir artik!

John Soul 6rnek olarak gegmigten “Kominizm" sézclgii; giinimizden
“terorizm” sézclgiind verdi ve “terdrist” kelimesinin yeniden tamimlanmasi;
dogru, kesin ve seffaf tanimlanmasi gerektigini belirtti. (Ben igimden: Benim
llkemde "Komiinist, Che Guevara, Deniz Gezmis" hala gok tehlikeli
stzclkler; hapislerde eline silah almamig terdrist gani gani...)

Ne degil, kim soyledi?

PEN Baskan Yardimcisi Eugene Schoulgin, Turkiye' yi yakindan taniyan bir
yazar. Bizdeki tabularin goklujundan yakindiktan sonra gok dofjru bir
noktayl vurguladi:

Tlrkiye'de onun aklinin ermedidi konu suydu: Bir sorunu bakanlar,
Basbakan dile getirirse higbir sorun almuyordu da ayni sorunu ayni


http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/?hn=380766&kn=70&ka=4&kb=70

