
[image: image24.jpg]Libertad
Asesinada

Con el alma consternada JIA dice el gobierno

Lamuerte : pies Y no garantiza nada
Una periodista decapitada vida se vive el infierno
Fui contrada OTRA VEZ





[image: image2.png]



DAY OF THE DEAD 2011

Print journalists and writers killed or disappeared in Mexico (1 December 2006
 - 2011)
Killings 
	Killings by year 

	Year
	Number

	2006 (December)
	1

	2007
	2

	2008
	7

	2009
	7

	2010


	9


	2011 (to September)
	9

	Total


	35



2006 (December)

8 December 2006: 

Raúl MARCIAL PÉREZ, editorial columnist for the regional newspaper El Gráfico
Location of murder: Juxtlahuaca, Oaxaca State
Marcial was killed by armed men at the newspaper's office in Juxtlahuaca on 8 December 2006. The lawyer he was talking to at the time of the attack was also injured. Marcial had worked for El Gráfico for around 10 years, during which time he was reportedly critical of the government of Oaxaca. The editor of El Gráﬁco alleged that the police were not handling the investigation into Marcial’s death properly because of his position as an indigenous leader. No further news on the investigation. For more information from Reporters Without Borders, click here.
2007

16 April 2007:

Saúl Noé MARTÍNEZ ORTEGA, crime reporter for newspapers Diario de Agua Prieta and El Escorpión and Interdiario magazine in Agua Prieta, Sonora State

Location of murder: near the Chihuahua-Sonora state border
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Martinez (36) was reportedly abducted from outside the Public State Security headquarters in Agua Prieta by unidentiﬁed armed men on 16 April 2007. His body was found in a ravine near the Chihuahua-Sonora state border a week later. Martínez’ murder was thought to have been connected to a recent investigation into the kidnapping and murder of one of his sources, a police informer and former policeman. His death was reportedly attributed to organized crime. No further news on the investigation. For more information from the Committee to Protect Journalists, click here.
8 December 2007:

Gerardo Israel GARCIA PIMENTEL, journalist for the daily newspaper La Opinión, based in Michoacán state
Location of murder: Uruapan, Michoacán state
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García Pimentel was shot dead while driving his motorbike in Uruapan on 8 December 2007. Realising that he was being followed, he pulled up at the hotel where he was living with his family, but on arrival in the car park he was shot approximately 20 times by unidentiﬁed men. The journalist had reported on agricultural issues for several years. The General Prosecutor’s Ofﬁce was in charge of the investigation of the case. On 5 March 2008, the Mexican Senate agreed to ask federal authorities to investigate García Pimentel’s murder. The state authorities said that the murder remained unsolved as of 16 July 2010 but that the investigation was ongoing. The case has been cited by the Mexican National Human Rights Commission as an example of an investigation into a journalist’s murder where the authorities had failed to follow up on all leads. No further news. For more information on the case from the Committee to Protect Journalists, click here.
2008

5 February 2008: 

Francisco ORTIZ MONROY, correspondent for the daily newspaper El Diario de México, Camargo, Tamaulipas state
Location of murder: Camargo, Tamaulipas state
Ortiz was reportedly leaving the municipal offices in Camargo, near the US border, on 8 February 2008 when armed men opened ﬁre. He ran but was chased by his assailants. His body was found with eight gunshot wounds. The reason for his death was unknown; the Tamaulipas Attorney General was investigating the case. No further news. For more information on the case from Reporters Without Borders, click here.
7 February 2008:

Bonifacio CRUZ SANTIAGO, director of weekly newspaper El Real
Location of murder: Chimalhuacan, Mexico state
Cruz was shot dead along with his son Alfonso Cruz Cruz, the editor of El Real, outside Chimalhuacan town hall on the morning of 7 February 2008. The shooting reportedly happened as the pair were waiting for the town hall’s legal advisor, with whom they had an appointment. Some reports suggest that the double murder was a case of mistaken identity; that the two men who shot the journalists were instead intending to kill the legal advisor, who had recently received death threats in relation to a land dispute. The case was being investigated by the Mexico state prosecutor. No further news. For more information on the case from Reporters Without Borders, click here. 
7 February 2008:

Alfonso CRUZ CRUZ, editor of the weekly El Real
Location of murder: Chimalhuacan, Mexico state
See entry for Bonifacio CRUZ SANTIAGO above
23 June 2008:

Candelario PÉREZ PÉREZ, journalist and editor for crime magazine Sucesos
Location of murder: Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua state
Pérez (32) was shot dead by men armed with AK-47 assault riﬂes in Ciudad Juárez while driving to visit relatives on 23 June 2008. According to investigators, around 15 bullets were ﬁred. The motive for his murder was not known, although according to Pérez’ father, the publisher of Sucesos, his son had had an argument in a bar not long before the shooting and another car had followed him when he left the bar. No further news on the investigation. For more information on the case from Reporters Without Borders, click here. 
25-26 July 2008:

Miguel Ángel GUTIÉRREZ ÁVILA, anthropologist, linguist, author of a number of books on the indigenous people of Guerrero state and activist for the rights of the Amuzgo people
Location of murder: San Marcos municipality, Guerrero state
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Gutierrez’s body was found covered in bruises and cuts by the side of the Acapulco-Pinotepa highway in Guerrero state on 26 July 2008. Although initial police reports suggested that Gutiérrez (53) died as the result of a car accident, it is now thought that he was beaten to death. He had been working on a documentary on indigenous cultures and traditions entitled ‘La Danza del Tigre’ (The Dance of the Tiger) and had reportedly also been documenting human rights violations by the authorities, particularly against the staff of Radio Ñomndaa. According to his family, the vehicle in which Gutiérrez was travelling was untouched and only his filming equipment had been stolen. Local press reports said that one lead pointed to the involvement of the mayor of Xochistlahuaca municipality, who is allegedly one of a number of local political leaders opposed to indigenous movements and Radio Ñomndaa. Another lead suggested that Gutiérrez may have angered the authorities by filming members of the Federal Investigations Agency (AFI) as they raided the radio station. No further news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International alert here.
9 October 2008:

Miguel Angel VILLAGÓMEZ VALLE, editor and publisher of the daily regional newspaper Noticias de Michoacán
Location of murder: Guerrero state 
Villagomez (29) was kidnapped after leaving his newspaper’s office in Lázaro Cárdenas, Michoacán State, on 9 October 2008. He was found in a rubbish tip near La Unión, just inside the neighbouring state of Guerrero, during a routine police patrol in the early hours of the following morning. He had been shot repeatedly in the back and neck. Villagómez had reportedly received a threatening phone call from a member of the Zetas criminal gang about a month before his murder, and had warned his family to be alert. Noticias de Michoacán often reports on organized crime, corruption and drug trafficking. On 13 November 2008, it was reported that the authorities were working on the assumption that an organized crime group was responsible for the murder, however little progress had been made in the investigation. No further news 2011. For more information, see the PEN International Rapid Action Network (RAN) alert here.
13 November 2008: 

José Armando RODRÍGUEZ CARREÓN, crime reporter for local daily El Diario, based in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua state
Location of murder: Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua state
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Rodríguez (40) was shot at least eight times by an unidentified person as he was about to drive his daughter to school on the morning of 13 November 2008. He had been the target of several death threats in the previous year and at that time of his murder he had been covering organized crime in Ciudad Juárez and Chihuahua state. On 23 June 2009, it was reported that the state attorney general’s office had sent the findings of its investigation to the federal attorney general’s office (PGR) in February so that the alleged mastermind and his accomplices, reportedly drug cartel members, could be arrested. Despite this, no arrests had taken place. Two prosecutors in charge of investigating the case have reportedly been assassinated. In November 2010, it was reported that President Calderón had announced that an arrest had been made in connection with Rodríguez’ murder, however it was later found that arrest warrants had not even been issued. No further news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2009

3 May 2009

Carlos ORTEGA SAMPER, columnist for the daily Durango City-based newspaper El Tiempo de Durango
Location of murder: Santa María El Oro, Durango State
Ortega (52) was driving home on 3 May 2009 when he was intercepted by four unidentified men who pulled him from his car and, after a heated argument, shot him in the head. The previous day, Ortega had written an article alleging that the town mayor and a local official had threatened him in connection with a 28 April 2009 article criticising hygiene conditions in a local abattoir. He had also been investigating allegations of corruption by a local policeman. The editor of El Tiempo de Durango reportedly believed that Ortega was killed in retaliation for his reporting on local government corruption. As of November 2009, the murder reportedly remained unsolved. No further news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
25-26 May 2009
Eliseo BARRÓN HERNÁNDEZ, crime reporter for the Torreón-based daily newspaper La Opinión and other local newspapers in Gómez Palacio, Durango state

Location of murder: Gómez Palacio, Durango state
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Barrón (35) was abducted and murdered on 25 May 2009 after around eight armed men entered his house, beat him in front of his family, and forced him into a vehicle parked outside. His body was found the next morning in a ditch in the municipality of Tlahualiko. He had a gunshot wound to his head and according to some reports his body also bore signs of torture. On 6 June 2009, five men presumed to be members of the Zetas criminal gang were arrested in connection with Barrón’s murder. One of them, Israel Sánchez Jaimes, allegedly confessed to firing the shot that killed Barrón on the orders of Zetas leader Lucio Fernández, who was reportedly angered by the media’s coverage of his activities. On 31 August 2009, a district judge in Saltillo, Coahuila state, ordered the five suspects to be put on trial for crimes including kidnapping and premeditated murder. However, as of the first anniversary of Barrón’s death, the investigation into Barrón’s murder had reportedly ground to a halt. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
12 July 2009
Martín Javier MIRANDA AVILÉS, reporter for the daily newspaper Panorama and correspondent for the news agency Quadratin
Location of murder: Zitacuaro, Michoacán state
Miranda was found stabbed to death at his home on 12 July 2009. The motive for the killing is not clear. Miranda only covered crime very occasionally. His colleagues reportedly stated that he had recently received threats, but also thought it likely that the killing was a 'crime of passion'. However, according to the management of Panorama, the murder could have been intended as a reprisal against the newspaper. Two weeks earlier, some news vendors were reportedly attacked while selling an edition of Panorama that contained a report on the arrest of a police officer in possession of weapons and drugs. On 16 July 2010, the state authorities said that it had identified suspects for Miranda’s murder but they had yet to be located. The motive for the crime remained unknown. No further news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
14 July 2009

Ernesto MONTAÑEZ VALDIVIA, editor for local newspaper Enfoque del Sol de Chihuahua
Location of murder: Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua state
Montanez was shot dead as he was driving with his 17-year-old son, who was badly wounded and was taken to hospital. The car bore a sticker saying "Press 2007" as well as his newspaper's name. No news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here
23 September 2009

Norberto MIRANDA MADRID, editor and columnist for the website of the online radio station Radio Visión and presenter for the same, as well as journalist for a number of newspapers
Location of murder: Nuevo Casas Grandes, Chihuahua State
Miranda (44) was working in the offices of Radio Visión in Nuevo Casas Grandes on 23 September 2009 when a number of men reportedly forced their way into the premises and shot him repeatedly. Miranda was known for his column ‘Cotorreando con El Gallito’ (Chatting with the Little Rooster, or the Tough Guy), which often covered social issues including criminal groups and the lack of public safety. His last column, published the day before he was killed, mentioned the murders of 25 people in Nuevo Casas Grandes since the beginning of September, attributed to the Juárez drug trafficking cartel. A 5 September 2009 piece by Miranda referred to the capture of some members of the Linea criminal gang in Nuevo Casas Grades, including Rodolfo Escajada, who is on the US Drug Enforcement Administration list. Miranda was reportedly subject to harassment following this article. The authorities were said to be reviewing Miranda’s recent articles in search of a possible motive for the killing. No further news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2 November 2009

José Bladimir ANTUNA GARCÍA, crime and security affairs reporter for the newspaper El Tiempo de Durango
Location of murder: Durango State

Antuna (39) was found dead in Durango on the evening of 2 November 2009, after being abducted while on his way to work earlier that day. He was found to have died of "asphyxia from strangulation", but according to some reports his body also bore bullet wounds to the head and abdomen. A note was found next to his body which reportedly stated: “This happened to me for giving information to soldiers and for writing too much.” Antuna had reportedly been receiving repeated death threats since late 2008 and was the target of an apparent assassination attempt on 28 April 2009. Despite reporting the latter to the Durango State Public Prosecutor's Office, he was not provided with any protection. Antuna had also received threats which warned him not to publish "delicate" information. The caller sometimes identified himself as a member of the Zetas criminal group. No news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
22 December 2009
José Alberto VELÁZQUEZ LÓPEZ, editor and owner of the daily newspaper Expresiones de Tulum, based in Tulum, Quintana Roo state, and a contributor to a local television station
Location of murder: Cancún, Quintana Roo
Velázquez was driving home after a Christmas party on 22 December 2009 when he was followed by two men on a motorbike who shot him in the chest. Expresiones de Tulum staff had reportedly received several anonymous telephone death threats in the previous few months and its printing press was also firebombed in November 2009. Velázquez, who was also a lawyer, had written a number of articles accusing the mayor of Tulum of corruption, poor administration and a lack of regard for the public but had stopped reporting on local politics after receiving the death threats, which allegedly included a threatening phone call from the mayor. According to a 5 January 2010 report by the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Velásquez was interviewed by journalists before he died from his gunshot wounds and clearly stated that he had been killed on the orders of the mayor of Tulum. However, the CPJ report also said that Velásquez had been accused of extorting money from local businesses in return for not publishing damaging articles. As of 31 December 2010 the case was still under investigation. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2010

7-8 January 2010
Valentín VALDÉS ESPINOSA, co-founder of and journalist for the daily newspaper Zócalo de Saltillo
Location of murder: Saltillo, Coahuila state 
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Valdés, who covered local news including crime, reportedly left the newspaper offices with two colleagues late on the night of 7 January 2010. In the centre of Saltillo, their car was intercepted by a group of men who forced Valdés and another reporter into a vehicle.  Valdés was found dead in front of a hotel in Saltillo early the next morning. He had reportedly been tortured and shot several times. On his corpse a message was found that read: “This is going to happen to those who don’t understand. The message is for everyone.” The other journalist was reportedly later released. The attorney general’s office stated that Valdés’ murder was carried out by organized crime. On 8 June 2011, the Inter American Press Association (IAPA) reported that despite the fact that the case was placed under the jurisdiction of the Saltillo (Coahuila) Criminal Court in March 2011, the court had failed to issue an arrest warrant for two of the alleged perpetrators in Valdés’ murder with a view to putting them on trial. The two suspects are known drug traffickers and suspected members of the Zeta gang. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
29 January 2010
Jorge Alberto OCHOA MARTÍNEZ: editor and publisher of local newspapers, El Oportuno based in Chilpancingo and El Sol de la Costa based in Ayutla de los Libres, Guerrero state
Location of murder: Ayutla de los Libres, Guerrero state
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 Ochoa (55) was reportedly shot several times in the face after leaving a birthday party for a local politician on 29 January 2010. The Guerrero state Justice Ministry arrested two suspects on 11 March 2010. According to the Ministry, the two men paid a taxi driver to kill Ochoa after he drove the wrong way down a one-way street and refused to reverse in order to let their vehicle pass. Ochoa’s widow questioned the result of the investigation and said she believed that her husband had been killed for his work after receiving threats, which the state attorney general was aware of but had chosen to ignore, and that other suspects were being used as scapegoats. No further news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2 March 2010
Jorge RÁBAGO VALDEZ, journalist for the daily newspaper La Prensa and two radio stations
Location of murder: Reynosa, Tamaulipas state
According to the state’s prosecution office, Rábago (49) died of natural causes on 2 March 2010 after suffering an embolism (obstruction of a blood vessel) and falling into a diabetic coma. However, according to some local reporters, he had been stopped by police and badly beaten prior to being admitted to hospital. The state prosecutor reportedly denied that the reporter was assaulted. It was not known whether Rábago’s death was related to his journalism. On 13 August 2010, the federal authorities informed PEN that Rábago’s case was being investigated by the Tamaulipas state attorney general. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
12 March 2010

Evaristo PACHECO SOLÍS, reporter for the weekly newspaper Visión Informativa
Location of murder: Chilpancingo, Guerrero state
Pacheco (33) was found dead near the side of the road on 12 March 2010; he had been shot several times. It was not known whether his murder was related to his journalism. On 13 August 2010 the Mexican federal authorities informed PEN that Pachecho’s case was being investigated by the Guerrero state attorney general. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
5-10 April 2010
Enrique VILLICAÑA PALOMARES, columnist for the daily newspaper La Voz de Michoacán, as well as a teacher
Location of murder: Morelia, Michoacán state
[image: image9.jpg]


Villicana was kidnapped on 5 April 2010 and found dead in Morelia, Michoacán state, five days later; his throat had been slit. The motive for the killing was not known. His employers were unsure if the murder was linked to his work as a journalist. However, they reportedly said that Villicaña had received threats which he had reported to the Michoacán state justice department in late March but that the authorities had failed to take any action. His death occurred the same week as the disappearance of another Michoacán journalist, Ramón Ángeles Zalpa of the newspaper Cambio de Michoacán (see below). No news on the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
28 June 2010
Juan Francisco RODRÍGUEZ RÍOS and María Elvira HERNÁNDEZ GALENA: husband-and-wife, both journalists
Location of murders: Coyuca de Benítez, Guerrero state
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Rodríguez (49) and Hernández (36) were reportedly shot at close range by two unidentified gunmen in an internet café near their home on 28 June 2010. The motive for the crime was not known. The couple were survived by their two children, aged 17 and eight; the younger child witnessed the shooting but was not injured. A few days before the shooting, Rodríguez reportedly took part in an annual convention for Guerrero state journalists in Coyuca de Benítez, during which concern was voiced about growing violence against journalists in Mexico. The Guerrero state prosecutor’s office began an investigation on 29 June 2010. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here. 

5-6 July 2010

Hugo Alfredo OLIVERA CARTAS, owner and editor of the Apatzingán-based local daily newspaper El Día de Michoacán
Location of murder: Apatzingán, Michoacán state
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Olivera (27) went missing on the evening of 5 July 2010 after receiving a phone call and setting off from the newspaper office to cover a story. He reportedly called his wife shortly after leaving and told her to “take care of the children.” His body was found in his vehicle in a rural area near Apatzingán in the early hours of the next morning; he had been shot three times in the head. The same morning, unidentified individuals reportedly entered the offices of El Día de Michoacán and stole computer hard disks and memory storage devices. The motive for the murder was not known. However, Michoacán governor Leonel Godoy Rangel was quoted in local press reports as saying that it bore the hallmarks of an organized crime killing. As of June 2011, there had been no news from the authorities regarding any advances in the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
5 November 2010

Carlos Alberto GUAJARDO ROMERO, reporter with Expreso newspaper
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Location of murder: Matamoros, Tamaulipas
Guajardo was shot dead on 5 November 2010 near the beginning of an eight-hour shootout involving the army, the navy and gunmen working for the Gulf drug cartel. He was on his way to the area to report on the shooting and to gather information on blockades that some of the criminals had reportedly set up in the area. It was not known whether he was caught in the crossfire or was directly targeted. Expreso reported that a number of bullets shells were found around Guajardo’s car while other media reported that at least 20 shots were fired at the vehicle. No news on the investigation. For more information from the Committee to Protect Journalists, click here.
2011

1-6 January 2011

Susana CHÁVEZ CASTILLO, prominent poet and activist; led protests against the unsolved killings of women raped and killed in Ciudad Juárez
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Location of murder: Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua state
Chávez (37) was found strangled with a bag over her head and her left hand cut off in the centre of Ciudad Juárez on 6 January 2011, but her body was only identified five days later. The authorities were quick to deny that her murder was related to her activism and poetry highlighting the ‘femicides’ or to organized crime. The Chihuahua state attorney general’s office said that Chávez was killed by three teenage boys she had met while out drinking. The teenagers allegedly invited her to a house belonging to one of them and murdered her while they were drunk and high on drugs, cutting off her hand to try to make the murder look as if it was connected to organized crime. All three suspects were arrested and charged with her murder. For more information, see PEN International’s Women’s Day report on the killing here.
8 March 2011 – 1 June 2011

Noel LÓPEZ OLGUIN, columnist for La Verdad de Jáltipan newspaper

Location of murder: Veracruz state, southeast Mexico
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Lopez was abducted by armed men on 8 March 2011 and was found buried in a clandestine grave on 1 June. His body was located after a drug gang leader arrested by the Mexican army and found in possession of López’ camera confessed on 29 May to killing the journalist and revealed where he was buried. López reportedly died from a blow to the head. The drug leader gave no motive for the killing, however it seems likely that it was linked to López’ journalism. The journalist was sharply critical of local corruption in his articles and columns and had appealed to the public to report abuses by the authorities and organized crime groups. The Zetas criminal gang is very active in the region of Jáltipan where López lived and worked. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
13 June 2011
Pablo RUELAS BARRAZA, journalist for the regional daily newspapers Diario del Yaqui in Huatabampo and El Regional de Sonora in Hermosillo, both in Sonora state
Location of murder: Huatabampo, Sonora state

Ruelas (38) was found dead on a street in Huatabampo in the early hours of the morning of 13 June 2001, having apparently been shot by two gunmen who had first attempted to abduct him. Ruelas, who covered general matters for the two papers, had reportedly received death threats from both politicians from Sonora and criminal groups. Some reports also suggested that he had previously served a prison sentence for drug crimes. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
20 June 2011

Miguel Ángel LÓPEZ VELASCO, columnist and former editor for the daily newspaper Notiver
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Location of murder: Veracruz, Veracruz state
Lopez (55) was shot dead along with his wife and son after unidentified gunmen broke into the family house in Veracruz in the early hours of the morning of 20 June 2011. Local journalists suggested that the killings could be in retaliation for a recent column about drug trafficking in the region. The Governor of Veracruz reportedly denounced the murders and ordered the state attorney general to launch a full investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
3 July 2011
Angel CASTILLO CORONA, press officer for the municipality of Ocuilan and journalist, writing about regional politics for the daily newspapers Portal and Diario de México 

Location of murder: Ocuilan, Mexico state

Castillo was murdered along with his 16-year-old son, Ángel Castillo Téllez, as they were driving on the road between Ocuilan and nearby Tiaguistenco in the early hours of 3 July 2011. They were attacked by unidentified men in another car. Castillo’s son was run over and died immediately, while Castillo died in a local hospital after being severely beaten. On 7 July representatives of journalists’ organizations in Toluca and Mexico reportedly met the Mexico state prosecutor general to protest the murders. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
24-26 July 2011
Yolanda ORDAZ DE LA CRUZ, crime reporter and columnist for the regional daily newspaper Notiver
Location of murder: Boca del Rio, Veracruz

[image: image16.jpg]


Ordaz was abducted by gunmen as she left her house on 24 July 2011; her decapitated body was found two days later, near the building of the newspaper Imagen. A note found with the body seemed to connect her murder with that of another Notiver columnist, Miguel Ángel López Velasco (see above). The note said: “Friends can also betray you” and was signed “Carranza”. A former traffic police officer named Juan Carlos Carranza Saavedra has reportedly been identified as the main suspect in López’ murder. Ordaz had covered the war on drugs and the police beat for Notiver. At a press conference on 26 July, the state attorney general reportedly stated that the killing was not related to Ordaz’ journalistic work and the evidence to date seemed to indicate that her killers were members of an organized crime group. However, a spokesperson for the state attorney general’s office later confirmed that the journalist’s work is one of the lines of investigation being followed. Mexico’s Human Rights Commission reportedly planned to open its own investigation into the murder. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
24 August 2011

Humberto MILLÁN SALAZAR: editor of the online newspaper A Discusión and news presenter for Radio Fórmula

Location of murder: Culiacán, Sinaloa state
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Millán (53) was on his way to present the news at Radio Fórmula on 24 August 2011 when he was intercepted by masked armed men who forced him into a car. His body was found in a field outside Culiacán the next day; he had been shot in the head. A colleague said he believed that the journalist was abducted as a result of his criticism of local politicians, notably the current and former state governors. Although some of the most powerful drug groups operate in Sinaloa state, local journalists reportedly said that it seemed unlikely that the Sinaloa cartel had carried out the killing as Millán wrote exclusively about party politics. The state attorney general began an investigation into the abduction. According to a letter to PEN from the President’s office dated 31 August 2011, Millán’s case has been referred to the federal attorney general. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
31 August-1 September 2011

Ana María Marcela YARCE VIVEROS (f): founder, reporter and head of public relations of the bimonthly political magazine Contralinea
Location of murder: Mexico City, Federal District
[image: image18.jpg]


Yarce (pictured, left) was found dead in a park in Mexico City on 1 September 2011, along with freelance journalist and former Televisa reporter Rocio González Trápaga (pictured, right). Yarce and González, both 48, were reportedly abducted as they left their office in the city centre the previous night and strangled. Their bodies were found naked with nooses around their necks and their hands tied behind their backs. On 30 September and 1 October 2011, two men suspected of killing the journalists were arrested. The suspects reportedly confessed to the murders, and the Mexico City attorney general’s office said that the motive for the killings was robbery. A third man is also thought to be under arrest in connection with the crimes. Contralinea has frequently exposed corruption in its coverage and has been the target of intimidation and judicial harassment, particularly since 2007 when it published reports that proved embarrassing for the national oil company PEMEX. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
24 September 2011

María Elizabeth MACÍAS CASTRO, editor-in-chief of the daily newspaper Primera Hora and blogger
Location of murder: Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas state
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Macías (39) was found dead in Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas state, on 24 September 2011; her body had been decapitated. A note found next to her accused her of denouncing drug violence on social networks and websites such as Nuevo Laredo en Vivo or Nuevo Laredo Live, where members of the public can leave messages indicating to the security forces locations where gangs congregate and sell drugs. The state authorities said that the message had been left by a criminal gang. The note reportedly made reference to the pen name Macías used to blog, ‘La Nena de Nuevo Laredo', and was signed with the letter ‘Z', usually associated with the Zetas cartel. A similar note was found near the bodies of two people discovered hanging from a bridge in Nuevo Laredo on 13 September. The Tamaulipas state government reportedly expressed its "deepest condolences" to Macías' family and friends. The state attorney general's office is investigating the murder. For more information, see the PEN International alert here.

Disappearances
	Disappearances by year 

	Year
	Number

	2006 (December)
	0

	2007
	1

	2008
	1

	2009
	1

	2010
	3

	2011 (to September) 
	2

	Total
	8


2007

20 January 2007

Rodolfo RINCÓN TARACENA, journalist for the regional daily Tabasco Hoy 

Location of disappearance: Villahermosa, Tabasco state
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Rincón (54) was last seen leaving his newspaper’s office in Villahermosa on the night of 20 January 2007. He had told his colleagues that he would return shortly. The journalist had reportedly just completed an article on a criminal gang preying on cash-machine customers in Villahermosa which specified the locations of the criminals’ safe houses. The previous day, Tabasco Hoy had run a major story on illicit ‘drugstores’ (narcotiendas) run by traffickers, which named several suspects and showed the location of the stores. Rincón had reportedly received regular threats since 2006. According to the authorities, five men held in custody on drug charges since 2007 had confessed in April that year to being involved in Rincón’s murder and had told the authorities where his remains could be found. A police search of the location revealed the charred remains of at least five people, however it was impossible to identify them. Since then no progress has been made in the investigation. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2008

14 February 2008 
Mauricio ESTRADA ZAMORA: reporter for newspapers La Opinión de Apatzingán and La Opinión de Michoacán
Location of disappearance: Michoacán state
Estrada was reported missing on 14 February 2008. On that day, La Opinión de Michoacán stated that the reporter had last been seen on 12 February, when he left the newspaper’s premises for home, and that he had not answered calls to his mobile phone. According to the newspaper, on the morning of 13 February the journalist’s vehicle was found by a local public safety official, parked with its doors open and the engine running. Estrada’s laptop and camera, along with the car’s stereo, were missing. La Opinión de Michoacán believed that Estrada’s disappearance may have been linked to a problem he had in January 2008 with a Federal Investigations Agency (AFI) agent in the area nicknamed ‘El Diablo’ (the Devil). However, the local office of the attorney general dismissed this link. As of 19 November 2010, little progress had reportedly been made in the investigation. No further news. For more information from the Committee to Protect Journalists, click here.
2009
11 November 2009
María Esther AGUILAR CANSIMBE, reporter for the daily newspaper El Diario de Zamora and local correspondent for the regional daily El Cambio de Michoacán
Location of disappearance: Zamora, Michoacán state
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Aguilar (32) was last seen leaving her home on 11 November 2009 after she received a call on her mobile phone. It is thought that her disappearance may be related to a series of articles she had recently written on local corruption and organized crime. On 22 October 2009, she covered a military operation near Zamora where at least three individuals, including the son of a local politician, were arrested on suspicion of collaborating with organized crime groups. On 27 October 2009, she reported on local police abuse, after which a high-ranking official was forced to resign. Three days later, she published a story on the arrest of an alleged leader of the drug cartel La Familia Michoacana. The Special Federal Attorney’s Office for Combating Violence against the Media (FEADP) reportedly took over the investigation on 18 November 2009. A year later Cansimbe was still missing and her relatives feared that the investigation was going nowhere. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2010
1 March 2010

Miguel Ángel DOMÍNGUEZ ZAMORA, reporter for the daily newspaper El Mañana
Location of disappearance: Reynosa, Tamaulipas state
Dominguez’ disappearance was reported to the state prosecutor’s office by his family on 1 March 2010. It coincided with the death in disputed circumstances of Reynosa-based journalist Jorge Rábago Valdez (see above) and the alleged abduction of seven other journalists in the area. Two broadcast journalists from the Milenio media group assigned to cover a wave of drug-related violence in Reynosa were abducted by gunmen on 3 March 2010 and released the next day after being told to leave the area.  For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
6 April 2010
Ramón ÁNGELES ZALPA, correspondent for the newspaper Cambio de Michoacán
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Location of disappearance: Paracho, Michoacán state
Angeles was last seen leaving his home in Paracho to drive to the National University of Pedagogy, where he also worked as a teacher. Ángeles reported on various topics for Cambio de Michoacán, including organized crime, government policy, public safety and agricultural and environmental issues. The management of Cambio de Michoacán reportedly believed Angeles’ disappearance may be connected to an article he wrote on an armed attack on a local indigenous family in late March 2010. His family said that they had received several anonymous phone calls on 2 April 2010, the last of which was answered by Ángeles; they did not know whether or not Ángeles had received any message. By July 2010, the federal attorney general’s office had reportedly initiated 18 proceedings in connections with Ángeles’ case. None of the initiatives had produced results and as of November 2010 it apparently seemed less certain that his disappearance was linked to his journalistic work. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
20 April 2010 

Evaristo ORTEGA ZÁRATE, editor of the local weekly newspaper Espacio
Location of disappearance: Colipa, Veracruz state
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According to the journalist’s sister, she received several SMS messages from Ortega on 20 April 2010 saying that he had been arrested by police in the state capital of Xalapa. Nothing has been heard from him since. Ortega, who reportedly intended to run for mayor of Colipa as a candidate of the National Action Party (PAN), was last seen in a PAN branch office 10 minutes before he sent the first of the SMS messages to his sister. Another PAN member who wanted to be the party’s mayoral candidate in Colipa reportedly disappeared around the same time. According to the Special Prosecutor for Crimes against Freedom of Expression (FEADLE), the investigation into Ortega’s disappearance was ongoing as of 15 July 2010. No progress had been reported. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
2011
7 June 2011
Marco Antonio LÓPEZ ORTIZ, news editor for the daily newspaper Novedades Acapulco
Location of disappearance: Acapulco, Guerrero state
López (42) was assaulted and abducted by unidentified men after leaving his office on 7 June 2011. He is responsible for overseeing the paper’s coverage of crime, among other responsibilities. According to local journalists, organized crime groups constantly threaten them to keep coverage to a minimum. Novedades Acapulco’s reports on crime are accordingly kept brief and do not probe the facts reported, in order to avoid angering and being targeted by the groups. The state attorney general began an investigation into López’ murder; the National Human Rights Commission was reportedly also looking into the disappearance. No further news. For more information, see the PEN International RAN alert here.
19 September 2011

Gabriel Manuel FONSECA HERNÁNDEZ, police reporter for the newspaper El Mañanero 

Location of disappearance: Acayucan, Veracruz state
Fonseca (19) was last seen when he went to El Mañanero’s offices to collect his wages on 19 September 2011. Witnesses claim to have seen him in Acayucan later that afternoon but he did not return home that night nor did he respond to calls to his mobile phone. His father reported him missing to the authorities on 21 September. Fonseca, who previously worked for the newspapers El Diario de Acayucan and La Verdad de Jáltipan, covered the police beat for El Mañanero but did not report on matters directly related to organized crime. El Mañanero is reportedly owned by the mayor of Oluta municipality. For more information, see the PEN International alert here.
� Date when President Felipe Calderón came to office.





PAGE  
2

